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As you know, several months ago, we retained two preeminent scientists to 
work as consultants with Jerome Libin of Sutherland, AsbiU & Brennan, in Libin's 
investigation of several charges that were leveled by Ved Malik, a former employee 
of Richmond R&D. The two scientists are Gerald Edelman, a Nobel laureate, and 
Richard Lerner, the head of The Scripps Research Institute. They are both very 
impressive and highly credentialed. 

At the same time, we retained Messrs. Edelman and Lerner to review all of 
the tobacco-related research work that was being performed in-house, and to give 
us their assessment of the type of work being conducted and the caliber of both 
our research facilities and our research staffs. In that connection, they made on-site 
visits to R&D in Richmond, R&D in Neuchatei, and INBIFO, and they have now 
submitted their report, a copy of which is attached hereto. 

I think that the report raises some fundamental questions about the tobacco 
research which is being conducted in-house. As you will note, they think that the 
caliber of our in-house scientists varies considerably. They also believe that the 
quality of some of the work being performed in Richmond and Neuchatei is both 
marginal and cost ineffective. 

While the principal purpose of our meeting on Thursday is to discuss the 
Malik situation, I think it might be advisable for us also to spend a few moments 
talking about the Edelman-Lerner report and its implications. 
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